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(57) Abstract 

A system and method for providing integrated 
interactive access to at least one business functionality 
makes use of computer software and hardware and 
allows the user to access a service provider's hosted 
appiicr&on (SI) and enter a selection for at feast 
one business functionality (S5, S7). The user is 
provided interactive access to the selected business 
functionality (S8) via the service provider's hosted 
application and via links, for example, from the service 
provider's hosted application to one or more third 
parties* hosted applications. In addition, the selected 
business functionality is automatically integrated for 
the user, for example, with one or more other business 
functionalities of the user. 
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Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to the field of electronic commerce, 
and more particularly to a method and system for providing integrated on-line 
interactive access to products and services for small business users via a hosted 
IS application of a service provider, such as a bank, as well as via links from the service 
provider's hosted application to various third parties* hosted applications. 

Background 

Generally, small businesses need to do virtually everything that larger 
20 companies do, such as purchasing, providing benefits for their employees, and 

recruiting and retaining good employees. As a small business begins to address each 
of these needs, it very often does not have the resources or skills necessary to address 
these and other needs in an efficient manner. Therefore, such a small business 
usually ends up with somewhat of a combination of things, some of which must be 
25 done on paper. Typically, such a small business improvises, for example, by buying 
an accounting package, signing up for on-line banking offered by its bank, hiring 
someone to write paper checks, and generally ending up with a sort of 
conglomeration of all of those types of things. 

Various types of larger business capabilities, which are typically out of the 
30 reach of a small business, include, for example, integrated business processes and 
applications, preferred rate purchasing contracts, business information services, and 
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electronic commerce that requires a relatively sophisticated infrastructure. There is a 
current need for a method and system that enables a service provider, such as bank or 
other financial institution, to provide a set of hosted services for smaller businesses 
that integrates all of the functionality that can typically be found in a larger company. 
5 There is likewise a current need for such a method and system which allows a 

smaller businesses to subscribe to such service and effectively rent the integration, so 
that it can focus more on running its business rather than creating the technology 
infrastructure necessary to leverage these capabilities. 



10 Summary of the Invention 

It is a feature and advantage of the present invention to provide a method and 
system for integrated on-line access to products and services that is geared toward 

small business owners. 

It is a further feature and advantage of the present invention to provide a 
15 method and system for integrated on-line access to products and services that makes 
on-line integrated business processes and applications available for smaller 
businesses. 

It is another feature and advantage of the present invention to provide a 
method and system for integrated on-line access to products and services that affords 
20 smaller businesses access to preferred rate purchasing contracts. 

It is an additional feature and advantage of the present invention to provide a 
method and system for integrated on-line access to products and services that makes 
business information services available for smaller businesses. 

It is a still further feature and advantage of the present invention to provide a 
25 method and system of integrated on-line access to products and services that affords 
electronic commerce for smaller businesses which might not otherwise be available 
without sophisticated um*astructure. 

To achieve the stated and other features, advantages and objects, an 
embodiment of the present invention provides integrated on-line products and 
30 services to small business users which affords the small business user the kinds of 
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capabilities typically found in a larger business. The small business network for an / 
embodiment of the present invention provides the small business user with on-line 
interactive access to financial and business products and services via a hosted 
application of a service provider, such as a bank or other financial institution, as well 
5 as via links from the service provider's hosted application to various third party 
providers' hosted applications, and integrates the business products and sendees 
functionalities for the small business user. The types of financial and business 
products and services functionalities provided to the small business user over the 
small business network include, for example, website, electronic wallet, search 

10 engine, credit marketplace, business services, accounting, banking, payroll, merchant 
acquiring and marketplace, human resources and employment, sales and marketing, 
auction, and live seminar. 

The system and method for an embodiment of the present invention makes 
use of computer hardware and software, such as a user's personal computer with a 

IS browser, coupled to one or more website servers over the Internet, and provides a 
small business user with access to various business functionalities that are typically 
.. available to larger businesses. In an embodiment of the present invention, a service 
provider, such a financial institution, allows the user to access the service provider's 
hosted application on an Internet website from a personal computer with a browser, 

20 and the user can register on the website by entering registration information. 

As a matter of convenience in organizing business functionalities, an 
embodiment of the present invention groups the needs of small businesses into 
categories. When the user accesses the service provider's hosted application for an 
embodiment of the present invention, the user is prompted to enter a selection of a 

25 category of financial and business products and services functionalities from a group 
of such categories. An example of such a group of categories includes banking, 
investments, merchant acquiring, cash management, credit and charge cards, and 
insurance. 

Another example of such a group of categories for an embodiment of the 
30 present invention includes accounting, word processing, spreadsheets and graphics. 
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A further example of such a group includes purchasing, sales and marketing, legal, 
travel arrangements, and website creation. Still another example of such a group 
includes e-mail, company books, marketing, operations, business center, news and 
information, and employee benefits. A still further example of such a group includes 

5 financial services, business on-line, business services, marketplace, human resources, 
sales and marketing, and news and information. 

Upon receiving the user's selection of a category of financial and business 
services functionality, the user is prompted by the system for an embodiment of the 
present invention to enter a selection of a particular business functionality from a 

1 0 group of business functionalities within the category of financial and business 

products and services selected by the user. An example of such a group of business 
functionalities includes accounting, banking, payroll, merchant acquirer, and bill 
presentment Another example of such a group of business functionalities includes 
purchasing center, purchasing card, travel center, credit marketplace, and insurance 

15 marketplace. . 

A further example of such a group of business functionalities for an 
embodiment of the present invention includes small business on-line, newspaper, and 
custom news. Still another example of such a group of business functionalities 
includes financial products and services, links to hosted applications for financial 

20 institution products and services, and electronic wallet and related computer based 
electronic systems for storage, retrieval and management of information. An 
additional example of such a group of business functionalities includes on-line 
business products and services, website creation, electronic commerce, storefront, e- 
mail, and search engine registration. 

25 Another example of such a group of business functionalities for an 

embodiment of the present invention includes shipping and mailing tools, printing 
services, and debt collection. A further example of such a group of business 
functionalities includes on-line recruiting, employee verification and screening, 
payroll, retirement plan, job posting, salary data, and temporary employees. An 

30 additional example of such a group of business functionalities includes partnerships 
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whh suppliers, hot links to suppliers' hosted applications, and discounts and 
promotional offers. 

A still further example of such a group of business functionalities for an 
embodiment of the present invention includes tools for developing press releases and 

5 banner ads, e-mail, trade shows, joint marketing interactive programs, sales lead 
programs, on-line marketing tools, and off-line marketing tools. Still another 
example of such a group of business functionalities includes headlines and news 
articles, company information, industry information, credit reports, background 
reports, personalized stock portfolio, live seminars, and real-time co mmuni c a t i on. 

10 When the user enters a selection of a particular business functionality, the 

system for an embodiment of the present invention auto m a t ically provides the user 
with interactive access to the selected business functionality via the service 
provider's hosted application and/or one or more links from the service provider's 
hosted application to one or more third party-service providers' hosted applications. 

15 Information about the selected business functionality is displayed for the user at the 
user's personal computer, and the user can sign up or register for the selected 
business functionality. 

The system for an embodiment of the present invention automatically 
integrates the selected business functionality for the user, for example, with another 

20 business functionality of the user. For example, the system integrates the selected 
business functionality with an accounting functionality or a banking functionality. If 
the selected business functionality is an accounting functionality, for example, the 
system integrates the accounting functionality with a banking functionality of the 
user. If the selected business functionality is a banking functionality, for example, 

25 the system integrates the banking functionality with the accounting functionality of 
the user. In addition, the system also integrates, for example, one or more functions 
with one or more other functions within the selected business functionality. 

Additional objects, advantages and novel features of the invention will be set 
forth in part in die description which follows, and in part will become more apparent 
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to those skilled in the art upon examination of the following, or may be learned by 
practice of the invention 

Brief Description of the Attachments 

5 Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram which shows an example overview of key 

components and the flow of information between key components for the system and 
method of an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a flow chart which illustrates an example of the process of providing 
a user with access to financial and business products and services functionalities for 
10 an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a table which shows examples of categories of business 
functionalities for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a sample menu screen which illustrates the breakdown of business 
functions for an embodiment of the present invention; 
15 Fig. 5 is a sample e-mail screen for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a table which illustrates an example of functionality addressed by 
company books for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 7 is a sample accounting screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

20 Fig, 8 is a sample banking screen for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a sample payroll screen for an embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 10 is a sample merchant acquirer screen for an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 1 1 is a sample bill presentment screen for an embodiment of the present 
25 invention; 

Fig. 12 is a table which shows examples of the functionality under marketing 
for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 13 is a sample promotional items screen for an embodiment of the 
present invention; 
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Fig. 14 is a sample marketing center screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 1 5 is a sample on-line store screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

5 Fig. 1 6 is a sample inventory report screen for an embodiment of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 17 is a sample mailing lists screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 1 8 is a sample advertiser list screen for an embodiment of the present 
10 invention; 

Fig. 19 is a table which shows examples of functionalities addressed by 
business center for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 20 is a sample purchasing center screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

15 pig. 21 is a sample purchasing card screen for an embodiment of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 22 is a sample travel center screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Figs. 23-29 show a sample set of credit marketplace screens for an 
20 embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 30 is a sample insurance marketplace screen for an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 3 1 is a table which shows examples of functionalities addressed by news 
and information for an embodiment of the present invention; 
25 Fig. 32 is a sample small business on-line screen for an embodiment of the 

present invention; 

Fig. 33 is a sample newspaper screen for an embodiment of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 34 is a sample custom news screen for an embodiment of the present 
30 invention; 



WO 00/46732 



PCT/USOG/02670 



Fig. 35 is a table which illustrates examples of business functionalities 
addressed by employee benefits for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 36 is table which shows another example of categories of business 
functionalities for an embodiment of the present invention; 
5 Fig. 37 is a sample menu screen which illustrates an example of another 

breakdown of business functions for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 38 is a table which shows examples of financial services functionality for 
an embodiment of die present invention; 

Fig. 39 is a sample financial services screen for an embodiment of the present 
10 invention; 

Fig. 40 is a table which shows examples of business on-line functionality for 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 41 is a sample business on-line screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

1 5 Fig. 42 is a table which illustrates examples of business services functionality 

for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 43 is a sample business services screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 44 is a table which shows an example of the human resources 
20 functionality for an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 45 is a sample human resources screen for an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 46 is a table which illustrates an example of the marketplace 
functionality for an embodiment of the present invention; 
25 Fig. 47 is a sample marketplace screen for an embodiment of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 48 is a table which shows examples of the sales and marketing 
functionality for an embodiment of the present invention; and 

Fig. 49 is a table which illustrates examples of the news and information 
30 functionality for an embodiment of the present invention. 
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Detailed Description 

Referring now in detail to an embodiment of die invention, an example of 
which is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram 
5 which shows an example overview of key components and the flow of information 
between key components for an embodiment of the present invention. The system 
and method of an embodiment of the present invention utilizes computer hardware 
and software, such as the personal computer (PC) 2 of a small business 4, the website 
server 6 of a service provider 8, also referred to herein as "financial institution 8" but 

10 not limited to a financial institution, and die website servers, such as website servers 
10, 12, of any number of third party service providers, such as service providers 14, 
16, coupled over the Internet 18. 

An embodiment of die present invention enables the service provider 8, such 
as the bank or other financial institution, to furnish a set of on-line services for the 

IS small business 4 that integrates the functionality of the services. For example, an 
embodiment of the present invention integrates purchasing, banking, and travel 
services with full MIS reporting in a seamless way in which everything is posted to 
the correct account The small business 4 is able to track all of these activities, such 
as the purchasing activities of individual employees who are enrolled in the service. 

20 An embodiment of the present invention also enables the small business 4 to 

have, for example, hosted e-mail access, so it can appear to the rest of the world in a 
manner similar to that of larger entities. For example, the business owner's e-mail 
address may appear in the form of "Owner Name @ Company Name.Com" with the 
business's own domain name, rather than the typical form of "Owner Name @ 

25 AOL.Com** if he subscribes to a traditional on-line service. 

Typically, the small business 4 may view its world from a confusing 
perspective of being confronted with multiple vendors of numerous services. Asa 
matter of convenience in organizing functionalities, the system for an embodiment of 
the present invention groups the needs of small businesses into categories, such as 

30 financial services, desktop computing , and other services, according to a larger 
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business view of what a small business does. Financial services includes, for 
example, banking, investments, merchant acquiring, cash management, credit and 
charge cards, and insurance. Desktop computing includes, for example, accounting, 
word processing, spreadsheets, and graphics. Other services includes, for example, 
5 purchasing, sales and marketing, legal, travel arrangements, and website creation. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, the small business user 4 signs up 
for service with the financial institution 8, for example, by filling out a response card 
or calling an 800 number. The business user 4 is then furnished, for example, a 
compact disk (CD) or a diskette by mail that includes a dialer for Internet Service 

10 Provider (ISP) access. The CD or diskette includes current versions of popular 
browser products, so the small business 4 can select the particular browser that is 
appropriate for its environment 

Alternatively, the small business user 4 can sign up for service with the 
financial institution 8, for example, through the home page website 6 of the financial 

1 5 institution 8. Fig. 2 is a flow chart which illustrates an example of the process of the 
user 4 accessing the system for an embodiment of the present invention. At SI, the 
user 4 at the user' s PC 2 with a browser logs on the financial institution's Internet 
website 6. At S2, the user 4 at the user's PC is prompted for entry of information to 
register for the service. At S3, the user 4 registers for the service by entering the 

20 information at the user's PC. At S4, the user 4 is prompted to enter a selection from 
a menu of categories of financial and business products and services. At S5, the user 
enters a selection for one of the categories. 

Referring further to Fig. 2, at S6, the user 4 is prompted to enter a selection 
and/or register for a business functionality within the selected category. At S7, the 

25 user enters a selection. At S8, the user 4 is given on-line interactive, integrated 
access to the selected business functionality via the financial institution's hosted 
application and links to various third party service provider's hosted applications. If 
the small business 4 happens to be a customer of a particular ISP and is switching to 
another ISP, the small business 4 can register via the web if it has all the right 

30 technology in place. Once the small business 4 registers, it then has a browser, and 
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virtually all of the capability for an embodiment of the present invention is delivered 
through the browser environment 

The system for an embodiment of the present invention runs in an on-line 
service infrastructure environment and provides the small business 4 with a set of 
S hosted services, such as a hosted travel service that enforces travel policy and has 
MIS reporting in conjunction, for example, with a purchasing center, so that bulk 
discount rates can be negotiated. These and other functionalities are all integrated 
together, and in addition, they communicate, for example, with the accounting 
packages and on-line banking environment The integrated financial services 
10 include, for example, banking services, such as checking accounts. Such services 
also include, for example, payroll accounts that link to a payroll service, as well as 
bill payment sendees, cash management services, credit card processing and 
insurance. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, the business functions that are 
IS found in any organization, large or small, are broken down. Fig. 3 is a table which 
shows examples of the business functionality for an embodiment of the present 
invention. Fig. 4 is a sample menu screen which illustrates the breakdown of 
business functions for an embodiment of the present invention, including, for 
example, e-mail 20, company books 22, marketing 24, operations 26, business center 
20 28, news and information 30, employee benefits 32, home 34 and help 36. Referring 
again to Fig. 2, at S5, in response to a prompt, the user 4 at the user's PC 2 enters a 
selection for one of the business functionalities, such as e-mail 20, company books 
22, marketing 24, operations 26, business center 28, news and information 30, and 
employee benefits. 

25 Referring once more to Fig. 2 for an embodiment of the present invention, at 

S6, in response to the user's selection of a category of business functionality, a menu 
screen is displayed for the user 4 at the user* s PC which prompts the user 4 for 
selection and/or registration for a particular business function addressed by the 
selected category of business functionality, and the user 4 is provided with on-line 

30 interactive, integrated access to the selected functionality via the financial 
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institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties* hosted applications. For 
example, if at S7, the user 4 enters a selection for the e-mail functionality 20, an e- 
mail mail screen is displayed for the user 4. Fig. 5 is a sample e-mail 20 screen for 
an embodiment of the present invention. In response to the user's selection of the e- 
5 mail functionality 20, the finan^ institution's hosted application enables the user 4 
to register for the e-mail functionality 20 via the financial institution's application 
and/or links to third party service providers* hosted applications. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 
the company books functionality 22, a company books screen is displayed for the 

10 user 4 with a menu of functions addressed by the company books functionality 22. 
Fig. 6 is a table which illustrates an example of functionality addressed by company 
books 22 for an embodiment ofthe present invention. The menu under the company 
books function 22 includes, for example, accounting 40, banking 42, payroll 44, 
merchant acquirer 46, and bill presentment 48. In response to the user's entry of a 

1 5 selection for the company books function 22, the user 4 is prompted for entry of a 
selection for a particular business function from the menu under the company books 
functionality 22. 

If the user 4 enters a selection for the accounting function 40, the system for 
an embodiment of the present invention displays an accounting 40 screen for the user 

20 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various accounting products and services via 
the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties* hosted 
applications. Fig. 7 is a sample accounting 40 screen for an embodiment of the 
present invention. Accounting 40 addresses the accounting package 100 that the 
small business 4 may use and whether it is an on-line hosted service 102, or if the 

25 business 4 has, for example, accounting software 104 installed on its PC 2. 

If the user 4 enters a selection for the banking function 42, the system for an 
embodiment of the present invention displays a banking 42 screen for the user 4 and 
provides die user 4 with access to various banking products and services via the 
financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties' hosted 

30 applications. Fig. 8 is a sample banking 42 screen for an embodiment of the present 
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invention. For retail merchants, credit cards 1 14 addresses, for example, how 
customers pay with credit cards 1 14 in the business' store as the Internet store or as a 
physical store. If the user 4 enters a selection for the payroll function 44, the system 
displays a payroll 44 screen for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to 
5 various payroll products and services via the financial institution's hosted application 
and/or links to third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 9 is a sample payroll 44 screen 
for an embodiment of the present invention. 

If die user 4 enters a selection for the merchant acquirer function 46, the 
system for an embodiment of the present invention displays a merchant acquirer 46 

10 screen for the user 4 and affords the user 4 access to various merchant acquirer 

products and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to 
third parties* hosted applications. Fig. 1 0 is a sample merchant acquirer 46 screen 
for an embodiment of the present invention. Merchant acquirer 46 addresses the 
merchant acquirer relationship, for example, for a retail business. If the user enters a 

1 5 selection for the bill presentment function 48, the system displays a bill presentment 
48 screen for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various bill . 
presentment products and services via the financial institution's hosted application 
and/or links to third parties* hosted applications. Fig. 1 1 is a sample bill presentment 
screen 48 for an embodiment of the present invention. Bill presentment 48 

20 addresses, for example, the several ways in which the business 4 can get its bills on- 
line. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 
the marketing functionality 24, a marketing screen is displayed for the user 4 with a 
menu of functions addressed by the marketing functionality 24. Fig. 12 is a table 

25 which shows examples of the functionality under marketing 24 for an embodiment of 
the present invention. Marketing 24 addresses providing a set of marketing tools for 
the small business 4 to leverage in doing the marketing of its small business. The 
menu under the marketing function 24 includes, for example, promotional items 50, 
marketing center 52, and mailing lists 54. In response to the user's entry of a 

30 selection for the marketing function 24, the user 4 is prompted for entry of a selection 
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of a particular marketing function from the menu under the marketing functionality 
24. 

If the user enters a selection for the promotional items function SO, the system 
for an embodiment of the present invention displays a promotional items SO screen 
5 for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various promotional items 

products and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to 
third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 13 is a sample promotional items 50 screen 
for an embodiment of the present invention. If the user 4 enters a selection for the 
marketing center function 52, the system displays a marketing center 52 screen for 

10 the user 4 and affords the user 4 access to various marketing products and services 
via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties* hosted 
applications. Fig. 14 is a sample marketing center 52 screen for an embodiment of 
the present invention. Fig. 15 is a sample on-line store 130 screen for an 
embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 16 is a sample inventory report 132 screen 

IS for an embodiment of the present invention. 

If the user enters a selection for the mailing lists function 54, the system for 
an embodiment of the present invention displays a mailing lists 54 screen for the user 
and provides the user 4 with access to various mailing lists products and services via 
the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties* hosted 

20 applications. Fig. 1 7 is a sample mailing lists 54 screen for an embodiment of the 
present invention. Fig. 18 is a sample advertiser list 134 screen for an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

If the user 4 enters a selection for the business center functionality 28, the 
system for an embodiment of the present invention displays a business center 28 

25 screen for the user 4 with a menu of functions addressed by the business center 

functionality 28. Fig. 19 is a table which shows examples of functionality addressed 
by business center 28 for an embodiment of the present invention. The menu under 
the business center function 28 includes, for example, purchasing center 60, 
purchasing card 62, travel cento 64, credit marketplace 66, and insurance 

30 marketplace 68. 
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If the user 4 enters a selection for the purchasing center function 60, the 
system for an embodiment of the present invention displays a purchasing center 60 
screen for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various purchasing 
products and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to 
5 third parties* hosted applications. Fig. 20 is a sample purchasing center 60 screen for 
an embodiment of the present invention. For an example of the purchasing center 
function 60, if the business 4 needs to buy and item, such as a new computer, or if the 
business 4 is a restaurant and needs to buy a stove, the financial institution 8 puts 
together leverage buying contracts 142 in some of the key purchasing areas, so the 

10 business 4 can get the kind of discounts to which an individual small business 
typically does not have access. 

If the user 4 enters a selection for the purchasing card function 62, the system 
for an embodiment of the present invention displays a purchasing card 62 screen for 
the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various purchasing card products 

IS and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third 
parties* hosted applications. Fig. 21 is a sample purchasing card 62 screen for an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

If the user enters a selection for the travel center function 64, the system for 
an embodiment of the present invention displays a travel center 64 screen for the user 

20 4 and affords the user 4 access to various travel products and services via the 
financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties' hosted 
applications. Fig. 22 is a sample travel center 64 screen for an embodiment of the 
present invention. The travel center function 64 not only provides reservation 
capabilities 1S1 that are also discounted 1S3, but also helps the small business 4 or a 

25 larger size business write and enforce a travel policy 150. The. travel center function 
64 gives such businesses MIS reporting 152 for better control of their travel 
expenses. 

If the user enters a selection for the credit marketplace function 66, the system 
for an embodiment of the present invention displays a credit marketplace 66 screen 
30 for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various credit products and 
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services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties 1 
hosted applications. Figs. 23-29 show a sample set of credit marketplace 66 screens 
for an embodiment of the present invention. The credit marketplace function 66 is an 
open arena for small businesses seeking credit, so they can fill out a common 

5 application 154. The financial institution 8 negotiates with member lenders in 

advance, and the member lenders offer a variety of negotiated credit products 1 56 for 
die small business 4. Based on an initial characterization of both the business of the 
small business 4 and the type of credit it is looking for, the financial institution 8 
comes back with the appropriate institution who make those kinds of loans 158. The 

1 0 small business 4 fills out the common application 1 54 which is sent to whichever of 
the lenders it selects. 

If the user 4 enters a selection for the insurance marketplace function 68, the 
system for an embodiment of the present invention displays an insurance marketplace 
68 screen for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various insurance 

15 products and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to 
third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 30 is a sample insurance marketplace 68 
screen for an embodiment of the present invention. The insurance marketplace 
function 68 provides an open marketplace for small businesses that are looking for 
insurance that is very similar to the credit marketplace function 66. 

20 In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 

the news and information functionality 30, the system provides the user 4 with access 
to various news and information products and services via the financial institution's 
hosted application and links to third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 3 1 is a table 
which shows examples of functionality addressed by news and information 30 for an 

25 embodiment of the present invention, including, for example, small business on-line 
70, newspaper 72, and custom news 74. Fig. 32 is a sample small business on-line 
70 screen for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 33 is a sample newspaper 
72 screen for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 34 is a sample custom 
news 74 screen for an embodiment of the present invention. 
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In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 
the employee benefits functionality 32, the system provides the user 4 with access to 
various employee benefits products and services via the financial institution's hosted 
application and/or links to third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 35 is a table which 
S illustrates examples of business functionality under employee benefits 32 for an 
embodiment of the present invention. The employee benefits functionality 32 
provides, for example, a retirement planning center 1 80, so that small businesses that 
are looking to start retirement savings, such as an individual or sole proprietor who is 
looking for a Keogh plan 1 82, or a small business with a few hundred employees 

1 0 looking for a 40 l(k) plan 1 84, has a place to go to be educated about retirement plans 
and the different benefits, as well as to be able to initiate relationships 186 through 
appropriate institutions. In addition, other functionality provides capabilities for 
small businesses in recruiting 188 and employee training 192 and other employment- 
related functionality, such as how to conduct interviews 194, how to choose 

IS r^ndi^tiv; 195, as well as a recruiting marketplace 190 and, for example, a resume 
service 196. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, the small business user 4 looks at 
the different business functions and can select, for example, existing relationships the 
small business has, for example, handling its accounting 40 under company books 

20 22, or the small business user 4 can enter its existing bank. If the small business' 
bank has an on-line banking 106 option service offering, when the small business 
user 4 clicks on a selection, for example, of "My Bank Accounts," the small business 
4 will get its bank. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, when the small business 4 does 

25 not have an existing relationship, as for example, typically today small businesses do 
not have a bill presentment relationship, when the small business user 4 clicks on a 
selection for bill presentment 48, the small business user 4 is presented with an 
education screen which talks about the bill presentment service and what different 
bill presentment service providers are available. The small business user 4 can select 

30 a bill presentment service provider and enroll in the service that is selected. Once the 
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small business 4 enrolls, the next time the small business user 4 clicks on bill 
presentment 48, the small business 4 goes directly to the selected service provider. 

An embodiment of the present invention provides links to an number of third 
party service providers* websites, such as websites 10, 12. There are, for example, 
5 two kinds of services, one of which is, for example, "in-the-box" services for which 
there is an arrangement between the service provider, such as third party service 
providers 14 or 1 6, and the small business on-line service 70 of the financial 
institution 8. With in-the-box services, when the small business user 4 clicks on a 
selection for banking 42 under company books 22, the small businesses bank account 

1 0 is displayed on the small businesses PC 2 within the snail business* integrated 

environment window. If the small business user 4 clicks on a selection, for example, 
of merchant acquirer 46 under company books 22, the merchant acquirer page pops 
up within the small business window. 

If the small business user 4 elides on a selection, for example, for banking 42 

1 5 and the small business*s account is with a service provider, such as third party 
service provider 1 4 or 1 6, with which the financial institution 8 does not have an 
agreement, a link is provided to the service provider's website 10 or 12, and it pops 
up in a separate window but can still be controlled from the main control area within 
the command center for an embodiment of the present invention. An initial browser 

20 window which displays the menu and the business function is referred to as the 
command center and is the small business's view of its operation. The system 
provides a common place to which the small business user 4 can go to find all the 
different pieces of running the business of the small business. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the small business user 4 wishes 

25 to sign up, for example, for electronic bill presentment, the small business user 4 
simply clicks on bill presentment 48 and can sign up for a service provider's 
electronic bill presentment service. The system for an embodiment of the present 
invention uses authenticated log-in. The financial institution 8 typically has a fairly 
deep relationship with the small business 4 and knows all about the small business 4 

30 and its business. The small business user 4 clicks on the service which the small 
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business 4 wants, and if it is a service for which the financial institution 8 has an 
agreement with a service provider, such as third party service provider 14 or 16, the 
service provider accepts the application forms 154 of the financial institution 8. The 
application form 154 pops up on the browser of the small business's PC 2 fully pre- 
5 populated with all the information about the particular small business 4, and it is only 
necessary for the small business user 4 to verify that all of the information is still 
current and select, for example, an "Okay" button. 

When the small business user 4 verifies the information by selecting the 
"Okay" button, depending on for what service the small business user 4 is signing up, 

1 0 there may be varying legal and regulatory requirements. For example, if the small 
business user 4 is signing up for bill presentment 48, the initial sign-up is on-line, but 
it is followed by paperwork that must be printed out by the small business user 4 and 
signed and sent to the service provider 14 or 16, for example, with voided checks for 
signature verification purposes. Similarly, with retirement services under employee 

IS retirement planning colter 180, a signature is required, so there must be a print out 
With other services, such as buying a computer with a credit card under purchasing 
center 60, the small business user 4 is simply prompted, for example, with a display, 
such as "Do you want to buy it?** and "Is this the credit card you want to use?" and 
the small business user 4 responds by entering "Yes," and the transaction will occur. 

20 In an embodiment of the present invention, security is provided by the use of 

digital certificates for authenticated log-in, so each small business designates a 
security person who is in charge of assigning users and access control, as well as 
transaction control. A larger sized small business, for example, may not allow 
everyone to travel, so the small business 4 can restrict some of its employees to 

25 prohibit them from making travel arrangements. Likewise, small businesses may 
typically designate only one person who can purchase goods and/or services. 
Encryption is used for privacy protection on communication between the browser of 
the small business's PC 2 and the financial institution's website server 6. 

The system for an embodiment of the present invention has two faces. In 

30 addition to the small business command center, which is the small business's view of 
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its own operations, the system provides a companion to that, which is the small 
business on-line service 70. The small business on-line service 70 is an information 
and publication resource, that is the small businesses view to the outside world. 
Much of the functionality and information content that is part of the on-line service 
70 is available through a web front end for small business users who are, for 
example, surfing the web. 

An embodiment of the present invention provides, for example, a three-tiered 
offering for the system. One such tier, referred to as the small business channel, is 
the small business on-line service 70, which provides a website that is open to the 
public with, for example, information 200, articles 202, tools 204, and tips 206 about 
small business operation in general. It provides a website which small business users 
can visit and read as often as they like. It is a small business portal site, but the 
relationship with the financial institution 8 is feirly thin, because users are just 
coming and reading and leaving. 

A second such tier for an embodiment of the present invention, referred to as 
small business channel plus, is a type of on-line service or small business channel for 
small businesses that for whatever reason are not ready to take the plunge and move 
to an integrated environment, but that may want access to things like the purchasing 
center 60 or the travel center 64. For example, some small businesses may want to 
secure such services at a reduced fee which is less than what the financial institution 
8 normally charges for the fully integrated solution. Small business channel plus 
allows small businesses to subscribe to one or more of the centers, such as the 
purchasing center 60 for a reduced charge of a few dollars per month. Such small 
businesses become paying customers with the expectation of service on the part of 
the financial institution 8 and may return to the financial institution's website 6 more 
often as business dictates. 

The third such tier for an embodiment of the present invention, referred to as 
the small business solution, is available for small businesses which want the fully 
integrated environment and are willing to pay the fall subscription fee. The financial 
institution 8 has relationships with such businesses that go beyond that of merely a 
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customer. Such businesses have an expectation of a very high level of service from 
the financial institution 8. Thus, the financial institution 8 becomes a strategic 
partner with such small businesses in the operation of their business, because the 
financial institution 8 is a key to their day-to-day operations. 
5 Once small businesses rater the fully integrated solution for an embodiment 

of the present invention, they can have, for example, accounting software 100 on 
their desktops, and they can have an on-line relationship for banking 106. When 
small businesses enter the integrated environment, the financial institution 8 is able 
to provide the tools for things that are in their world, such as the accounting software 

10 104 that runs on their PCs, but which is not on-line, and their bank accounts 108 or 
their merchant acquirer 46 relationships, that are op-line, by providing the right 
integration components between the two. 

An important aspect of an embodiment of the present invention is, for 
example, the concept of registration, which enables the financial institution 8, in a 

IS sense, to actually begin to own the small business customer 4, as well as the concept 
of personalization. For example, when the small business user 4 logs onto the 
website 6 for an embodiment of the present invention, the main focus is all about 
whatever the small business user's business is. 

When the small business user 4 at a terminal, such as the user's PC 2, logs 

20 onto the hosted application for an embodiment of the present invention, a member 
registration section is presented to the user 4, for example, on the left hand side of the 
screen or the user's PC 2. Further, the user 4 is offered an option, for example, to 
scan in a logo, so that the website 6 is all about the user 4 and what the user 4 has 
pre-selected in terns of some of the products and services that the user 4 can access. 

25 When the user 4 comes to the website 6, it functions as a personal portal for the user 
4, for example, as the user 4 has his or her cup of coffee in the morning sitting at the 
user's PC 2. Another important aspect of an embodiment of the present invention 
includes a robust number of partners, such as partners 14, 16, and a wide assortment 
and variety of such partners. 



WO 00/46732 



PCT/US00/02670 



22 



In an embodiment of the present invention, the business functions found in an 
organization, regardless of size, can be broken down into categories in various ways. 
Fig. 36 is a table with shows another example of categories of business 
functionalities for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 37 is a sample menu 

5 screen which illustrates an example of another breakdown of business functions for 
an embodiment of the present invention, including, for example, financial services 
80, business on-line 82, business services 84, marketplace 86, human resources 88, 
sales and marketing 90, and news and information 92. Referring again to Fig. 2, at 
S5, in response to a prompt, the user 4 at the user's PC 2 enters a selection for one of 

10 such business functionalities, such as financial services 80, business on-line 82, 
business services 84, marketplace 86, human resources 88, sales and marketing 90, 
and news and information 92. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 
the financial services functionality 80, the system displays a financial services 80 

15 screen for the user 4 and provides the user 4 access to variorum financial products 
and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third 
parties' hosted applications. Fig. 38 is a table which shows examples of financial 
services functionality 80 for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 39 is a 
sample financial services 80 screen for an embodiment of the present invention. The 

20 financial services functionality 80 includes, for example, financial products and 
services 210 of one or more financial services providers, such as a financial 
institution 8, as well as links to hosted applications for other financial products and 
services 212. The financial services functionality 80 also includes, for example, an 
electronic wallet functionality 214 for use in performing financial transactions. 

25 In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 

the business on-line functionality 82, the system displays a business on-line 82 
screen for the user 4 and affords the user 4 access to various business on-line 
products and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to 
third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 40 is a table which shows examples of 

30 business on-line functionality 82 for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 4 1 



WO 00/46732 



PCT/U50Q/Q2670 



23 

is a sample business on-line 82 screen for an embodiment of the present invention. 
The business on-line functionality 82 includes, for example, links to hosted 
applications for on-line business products and services 220 for such things as website 
creation 222, electronic commerce 224, store front 226, and an e-mail component 
S 228, as well as registration in a search engine 230; where the financial institutions 
offers its customers, such as small business 4, for example, free multiple page 
websites, in addition to the ability to access a website, and a full electronic commerce 
storefront 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 

10 the business services functionality 84, the system displays a business services 84 
screen for the user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various business service 
products and services via the financial institution's hosted application and/or links to 
third parties 1 hosted applications. Fig. 42 is a table which illustrates examples of 
business services functionality 84 for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 

IS 43 is a sample business services 84 screen for an embodiment of the present 

invention. The business services functionality 84 provides an alliance with one or 
more providers of shipping and mailing tools 232, including, for example, shipping 
234, mailing 236, and tracking 238 features of all types. The business services 
functionality 84 also includes, for example, a relationship with a provider of printing 

20 services 240. In addition, the business sendees functionality 84 includes a 

functionality referred to as World's Easiest Printing Center, which links to a hosted 
application that allows all of the user's materials to be actually proofed on-line 242 
and out into a shopping basket Additionally, the business services functionality 84 
also includes, for example, tools, such as a debt collections product 244 and on-line 

25 backup products 246, which enable the user 4 to backup the user's computer files if 
the user 4 needs help with collecting debts. 

The system and method for an embodiment of the present invention provides 
links to each of these hosted applications through deals with the respective providers 
and provides integration of these products or web based business applications. The 

30 concept of integration means, for example, that when the user 4 buys a product or 
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service in the purchasing center 60 for an embodiment of the present invention, the 
transaction actually goes back to the user's accounting package 100 and then 
integrates with the user's banking package 106. The user's banking relationship can 
be, for example, with the financial institution 8 which provides the system and 

5 method for an embodiment of the present invention or some other banking 
institution, such as third party service providers 14, 16. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 
the human resources functionality 88, the system displays a human resources 88 
screen and provides access to various human resources products and services via the 

10 financial institution's hosted application and/or links to third parties' hosted 

applications. Fig. 44 is a table which shows an example of the human resources 
functionality 88 for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 45 is a sample 
human resources 88 screen for an embodiment of the present invention. Another 
aspect of the integration concept is found, for example, in the human resources 

15 functionality 88, which includes a payroll feature 254 that integrates with the banking 
functionality 42. An embodiment of the present invention provides a link, for 
example, to a payroll services system 1 1 6 that links to the user's banking package 
106 when the user 4 enters the user's bank account information. The human 
resources functionality 88 includes, for example, on-line recruiting 250, employment 

20 verification or screening 252, a payroll feature 254, a 401(k) feature 258, a job 
posting resume search service 260, a salary data feature 262, and a temporary 
employees feature 264. 

A further aspect of the integration concept for an embodiment of the present 
invention includes, for example, the merchant acquiring functionality 46. In addition 

25 to providing links to other hosted applications, the merchant acquiring functionality 
46 also includes one or more functions that are integrated within the application for 
an embodiment of the present invention. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 
the marketplace functionality 86, the system displays a marketplace 86 screen for the 

30 user 4 and provides the user 4 with access to various vendors' products and services 
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via the financial institutions hosted application and/or links to third parties* hosted 
applications. Fig. 46 is a table which illustrates an example of die marketplace 
functionality 86 for an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 47 is a sample 
marketplace screen 86 for an embodiment of the present invention. The marketplace 
5 functionality 86 includes, for example, partnerships with suppliers 270 of office 
supplies 272, computers 274, and software 276, as well as suppliers 270 of any other 
items 278 which the small business 4 may conceivably need. In addition to 
providing the hot links to the partners' hosted applications 280, an embodiment of 
the present invention also provides, for example, discounts and/or promotional offers 

10 282 from the partners, such as partners 14, 16. As an alternative to providing links to 
hosted applications of the suppliers, the marketplace functionality 86 for an 
embodiment of the present invention provides a shopping cart type of functionality 
284, which in turn provides a tighter integration of all the partners. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 enters a selection for 

IS the sales and marketing functionality 90, the system affords the user 4 access to 
various sales and marketing tools via the financial institution's hosted application 
and links to third parties' hosted applications. Fig. 48 is a table which shows 
examples of the sales and marketing 90 functionality for an embodiment of the 
present invention. The sales and marketing functionality 90 of the system and 

20 method for an embodiment of the present invention includes, for example, additional 
work tools 290 with regard to developing press releases 292, banner ads 294, e-mail 
296, trade shows 298, joint marketing interactive programs 300, sales lead programs 
302, and other types of marketing tools 304 both on-line and off-line. 

If the user 4 enters a selection for the news and information functionality 92, 

25 the system for an embodiment of the present invention provides the user with access 
to various news and information products and services via the financial institution's 
hosted application and/or links to third parties* hosted applications. Fig. 49 is a table 
which illustrates examples of the news and information functionality for an 
embodiment of the present invention. The news and information functionality 92 

30 provides, for example, headlines and news articles 306, company information 308, 
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industry information 310, credit reports 3 12, and background reports 3 14 directly 
relative to the specific business of a registered user, as well as personalized stock 
portfolios 3 1 6 for small businesses. In addition, an embodiment of the present 
invention includes a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) feature, which channels to 
5 the partners. 

Another feature of the system and method for an embodiment of the present 
invention is the provision, for example, of live seminars 318, which can also involve 
one or mores partners, such as partners 14, 16. In the live seminars feature 318 for an 
embodiment of die present invention, users are able to sign up and are actually given 
1 0 seminars with a wide variety of topics that are relevant to small business owners, 
including, but not limited to, e-commerce, and also including, for example, various 
industry experts. 

A key feature of the system and method for an embodiment of the present 
invention is to build a concept of community among small businesses. Thus, an 

15 embodiment of the present invention also focuses on providing as near as possible 
real-time communications 320 among the small business owners who are a part of 
the community for an embodiment of the present invention, as well as local 
interaction 322 around individual business types 324 and common processes 326. 
In addition, functionality of the purchasing center application 60 for an 

20 embodiment of the present invention provides the ability to have a type of auction 
component 144, which enables small businesses to list their products and services in 
the small business purchasing center 60. Thus, the small businesses are able to sell 
their products and services to the community for an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

25 An embodiment of the present invention includes, for example, three 

concepts. A first such concept, is the small business portal which is based on a 
laundry list of business needs that small businesses have, and which involves 
contracting with a variety of different providers and vendors to give these services to 
small businesses. A second such concept, referred to as a portal plus version, is a 
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variation on the portal which allows for personalization, and which allows a small . 
business to come to the portal 70 and go through the registration process. 

In the second such concept for an embodiment of the present invention, 
referred to as the portal plus version, the small business user 4 logs on, and behind 
5 the portal page 70 is a page that looks very similar to the portal page 70, but which is 
customized fpr each individual small business. For example, the small business 
user's logo is imported, and the small business 4 is given customized services on that 
personal page. All of the data around transactions that are particular to that 
individual small business 4 appears on that portal personal page. 

10 If the small business 4, for example, buys the merchant acquiring service 46 

for an embodiment of the present invention and there is data about the daily proceeds 
and chargebacks, the small business user 4 goes onto the portal page 70 and signs in 
through the personalization section, all in the personal page with customization. The 
small business user 4 clicks on merchant acquirer 46 and what comes up is not a 

IS sales tool, but is the actual data that pertains to the small businesses individual 
account for every product and service for which personal information about that 
product can be produced That feature results in the small business 4 continually 
returning, and it begins to set the stage for integrating all of the component parts. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, the small busiriess's books can be 

20 imported and bookkeeping capabilities provided to the small business 4. The object 
is an Enterprise Resources Planning (ERP) model, which is an integrated model, 
taking all of those components and integrating them all together through data flows, 
which hubs around accounting functions, and through which all of the relevant 
transactions and data that hub to that small business* books are tied in. The system 

25 and method for ail embodiment of the present essentially provides hosted 

applications for small businesses who have outsourced all of their business activities 
to the system provider 8. The system provider 8 essentially runs the small 
businesses' business for them, but with the small businesses* own branding. 

A third such concept for an embodiment of the present invention is an interim 

30 version, which falls in between the integrated version and the portal plus version, and 
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which provides a bundled version for certain small businesses. In the bundled 
version, a number of the products and services arc bundled up and offered on a 
subscription model for small businesses which do not necessarily need heavy duty 
integration, but which simply want to get into the web space. 
5 The method and system for an embodiment of die-present invention makes 

use, for example, of browser, cable, cell phone, wireless applications, and other types 
of delivery. The system may, but does not necessarily, make use of a website. 

An embodiment of the present invention also includes the credit marketplace 
66, where a whole host of products and services of various financial providers offer 

1 0 small businesses access to various types of financial products, including, but not 
limited to, loans 158 and financing types 160 of vehicles, and small business 
functions 162, including, but not necessarily, accounting 164, technology-related 
human resources 166, and marketing 168. 

The term ERP as used herein refers to integration of business processes in an 

15 on-line format When the small business user 4 turns on his or her PC 2, his or her 
business is presented for the small business 4 as his or her business. When the user 4 
decides to perform a transaction, the transaction and everything that the user 4 does 
explodes across all of the business applications that are run for the small business 4 
by the system for an embodiment of the present invention. 

20 In an embodiment of the present invention, if the user 4 decides to buy, for 

example, a new computer, the user 4 goes out to a preferred partner and makes the 
purchase, using, for example, the electronic wallet 214. An embodiment of the 
present invention makes use of the electronic wallet 214 and computer based related 
electronic systems for storage 21 1, retrieval 213, and management 215 of personal 

25 information, including pereonal financial information. The electronic wallet 214 
checks the user's bank account, confirms that there is enough money in the account, 
performs the purchase, and debits the bank account The electronic wallet 214 debits 
the small business's books, updates its general ledger system and receivable, arranges 
the shipping, performs all the monitoring of the transaction of the purchase, and it all 
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happens simultaneously with one set of keystrokes for all of those actions for all the 
components around that one transaction. 

Various preferred embodiments of the invention have been described in 
fulfillment of the various objects of the invention. It should be recognized that these 
5 embodiments are merely illustrative of the principles of the present invention. 
Numerous modifications and adaptations thereof will be readily apparent to those 
skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
Accordingly, the invention is only limited by the following claims. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for providing integrated interactive access to at least one 
business functionality for a user, comprising: 

allowing the user to access a service provider's hosted application; 
5 receiving a selection by the user of at least- one business functionality 

by the service provider's hosted application; 

providing the user interactive access to the selected business 
functionality; and 

integrating the selected business functionality for the user. 
10 2. The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the user to access further 

comprises allowing the user to access the service provider's hosted application from 
a computing device. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein allowing the user to access further 
comprises allowing the user to access die service provider's hosted application from 

15 the computing device over a network. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein allowing the user to access further 
comprises allowing the user to access the service provider's hosted application from 
the computing device with a browser over a global network. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein allowing the user to access further 
20 comprises allowing the user to access the service provider's hosted application from 

the computing device with the browser on an Internet website of the service provider. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein allowing the user to access further 
comprises allowing the user to register on the Internet website of the service 
provider. 

25 7. The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving the user's selection further 

comprises prompting the user for entry of the selection. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises prompting the user for entry of the selection from a group of business 
functionalities within a category of financial and business products and services. 
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9. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 
consisting of accounting, banking, payroll, merchant acquirer, and bill presentment 

10. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
S comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 

consisting of purchasing center, purchasing card, travel center, credit marketplace, 
and insurance marketplace. 

1 1 . The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 

1 0 consisting of small business on-line, newspaper, and custom news. 

1 2. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 
consisting of financial products and services, links to hosted applications for 
financial institution products and services, and electronic wallet and related computer 

1 5 based electronic systems for storage, retrieval and management of information. 

13. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 
consisting of links to hosted applications for on-line business products and services, 
website creation, electronic commerce, storefront, electronic mail, and search engine 

20 registration. 

14. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 
consisting of shipping and mailing tools, printing services, debt collection. 

15. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
25 comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 

consisting of on-line recruiting, employee verification and screening, payroll, 
retirement plan, job posting, salary data, temporary employees. 

16. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 
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consisting of partnerships with suppliers, hot links to suppliers hosted applications, 
discnnnts and promotional offers. 

17. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 

5 consisting of tools for developing press releases and banner ads, electronic mail, 
trade shows, joint marketing interactive programs, sales lead programs, on-line 
marketing tools, and off-line marketing tools. 

1 8. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection from a group of business functionalities 

10 consisting of headlines and news articles, company information, industry 

information, credit reports, background reports, personalized stock portfolio, live 
seminars, real-time communication. 

19. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving a selection by the user of the category of financial and business 

1 5 products and services functionality. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises prompting the user for entry of the selection of the category of financial 
and business products and services from a group of categories of financial and 
business products and services functionalities. 

20 21. The method of claim 20, wherein receiving the user's selection further 

comprises receiving the user's selection of the category of financial and business 
products and services functionalities from the group of categories of financial and 
business functionalities consisting of banking, investments, merchant acquiring, cash 
management, credit and charge cards, and insurance. 

25 22. The method of claim 20, wherein receiving the user's selection further 

comprises receiving the user's selection of the category of financial and business 
products and services functionalities from the group of categories of financial and 
business products and services consisting of accounting, word processing, 
spreadsheets, and graphics. 
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23 . The method of claim 20, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection of the category of financial and business 
products and services functionalities from the group of categories of financial and 
business products and services consisting of purchasing, sales and marketing, l egal, 

5 travel arrangements* and website creation. 

24. The method of claim 20, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection of the category of financial and business 
products and services functionalities from the group of categories of financial 
business products and services functionalities consisting of e-mail, company books, 

1 0 marketing, operations, business center, news and information, and employee benefits. 

25. The method of claim 20, wherein receiving the user's selection further 
comprises receiving the user's selection of the category of financial and business 
products and services functionalities from the group of categories of financial and 
business products and services consisting of financial services, business on-line, 

1 5 business services, marketplace, human resources, sales and marketing, and news and 
information. 

26. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the interactive access 
further comprises providing the user interactive access to the selected business 
functionality via the service provider's hosted application. 

20 27. The method of claim 26, wherein providing the interactive access 

further comprises providing the user interactive access to the selected business 
functionality via a link from the service provider's hosted application to the hosted 
application of at least one other service provider. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein providing the interactive access 

25 further comprises allowing the user to register for the selected business functionality. 

29. The method of claim 1 , wherein integrating further comprises 
integrating the selected business functionality with another business functionality of 
the user. 
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30. The method of claim 1, wherein integrating further comprises 
integrating at least one function within the selected functionality with at least one 
other function within the selected functionality. 

3 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein integrating further comprises 

5 integrating the selected business functionality with an accounting functionality of the 
user. 

32. The method of claim 1 , wherein integrating further comprises 
integrating the selected business functionality with a banking functionality of the 
user. 

10 33. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected business functionality 

further comprises a banking functionality, and wherein integrating further comprises 
integrating the banking functionality with an accounting functionality of the user. 

34. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected business functionality 
further comprises an accounting functionality, and wherein integrating further 

15 comprises integrating the accounting functionality with a banking functionality of the 
user. 

35. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected business functionality 
further comprises an electronic mail functionality, and wherein integrating further 
comprises integrating the electronic mail functionality with at least one of an 

20 accounting functionality and a banking functionality. 

36. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected business functionality 
further comprises an inventory report functionality, and wherein integrating further 
comprises integrating the inventory report functionality with at least one of an 
accounting functionality and a banking functionality. 

25 37. A system for providing integrated interactive access to a business 

functionality for a user, comprising: 

means for allowing the user to access a service provider's hosted 

application; 

means for receiving a selection by the user of at least one business 
30 functionality by the service provider's hosted application; 
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mwrw for providing the user interactive access to the selected 
business functionality; and 

means for integrating the selected business functionality for the user. 

38. The system of claim 37, wherein the means for allowing the access 
S further comprises a computing device coupled to a network. 

39. The system of claim 38, wherein the means for allowing the access 
further comprises the computing device with a browser coupled to a global network. 

40. The system of claim 39, wherein the means for allowing the access 
further comprises the computing device with the browser coupled to an Internet 

10 website server. 

41 . The system of claim 37, wherein the means for receiving the selection 
further comprises a computing device coupled to a network. 

42. The system of claim 41, wherein the means for receiving the selection 
further comprises the computing device with a browser coupled to a global network. 

1 s 43. The system of claim 42, wherein the means for receiving the selection 

further comprises the computing device with the browser coupled to an Internet 
website server. 

44. The system of claim 37, wherein the means for providing the user 
interactive access further comprises a computing device coupled to a network. 
20 45. The system of claim 44, wherein the means for providing the user 

interactive access further comprises the computing device with a browser coupled to 
a global network. 

46. The system of claim 45, wherein the means for providing the user 
interactive access further comprises the computing device with the browser coupled 

25 to a server of the service provider. 

47. The system of claim 46, wherein the means for providing the user 
interactive access further comprises a link from the service provider's server to a 
server of at least one other service provider. 
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48. The system of claim 37, wherein the means for integrating further 
comprises a computing device coupled to a saver of the service provider over a 
network* 

49. The system of claim 48, wherein the means for integrating further 
5 comprises the computing device with a browser coupled to the service provider's 

server. 

50. The system of claim 49, wherein the means for integrating further 
comprises a link from the service provider's server to a server of at least one other 
service provider. 
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FIG. 15 
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